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We refused to just be ignored and 

disrespected, and we defeated the 
Democratic machine in Chicago in the 
election of 1972 for Cook County 
State’s attorney but, for the first time 
in the history of the city of Chicago, 
elected a Republican as the State’s at-
torney of Cook County, Bernard J. 
Carey. The evil Edward V. Hanrahan 
would lose the general election, mostly 
because of Richard Barnett’s political 
acumen and activism. 

This defeat by the Cook County 
Democratic machine would ignite a po-
litical awakening in Chicago that 
would begin with the 1983 election of 
Harold Washington. But it would go 
even beyond that and would go on to 
inspire African Americans all across 
the country to run for public office, in-
cluding yours truly. 

Barnett’s work elected strong polit-
ical voices, committed political voices, 
dedicated, passionate political voices 
up and down the ballot, year in and 
year out. Richard Barnett helped elect 
scores of members of the city council, 
aldermen, appellate court judges, 
judges in the circuit court, State rep-
resentatives, State senators, Members 
of Congress, other elected officials. 

I guess, personally, for me, Richard 
Barnett’s legacy was centered around 
his strategic and informed advice. I 
mean, you would just marvel, sitting in 
a political education class, where Rich-
ard Barnett would take a group of—not 
an organization, but just well-meaning 
individuals from different places, some 
Ph.D.’s and some GEDs and no Ds, 
bring them into a room, spend time 
telling them about not only how to win 
an election, but why they should win 
an election. 

Barnett would tell us how to use the 
very tactics that precinct captains had 
been using for decades and use it 
against those same precinct captains. 
He would teach us how to canvass an 
election. 

The first time I ever heard anything 
about a canvass, it flowed from Rich-
ard Barnett’s lips: how to take a poll 
sheet and go from house to house and 
building to building and floor to floor 
asking people would they vote for your 
candidate, and then summarize that by 
either putting a plus or a minus. 

If they were going to vote for your 
candidate, they were a plus voter; if 
they were going to vote against your 
candidate, then they were a minus 
voter; and if they were undecided, then 
you put a zero. And you just didn’t stop 
there. The minuses, you left them 
alone, but the zeroes, you went back to 
them. 

Richard Barnett told us all of that 
every day from the announcement to 
the decision day in an election, and 
that was election day, and how you had 
to really be prepared for election day 
because, as Congressman DAVIS indi-
cated, we didn’t have poll watchers in 
the polls, passing 100 feet outside of the 
polls. If you didn’t go and locate your 
plus voters and get them to the polls, 
then you would not win that election. 

So Richard Barnett taught us the 
strategy and the discipline of how to 
win an election. 

Barnett shaped a lot of community 
leaders, politicians, and activists 
through his example and through those 
political education classes. The list is 
prominent, exalted, endless: Congress-
man DANNY K. DAVIS; yours truly, Con-
gressman BOBBY L. RUSH; Congressman 
CHUY GARCÍA; former Congressman 
Luis Gutierrez. We all sat at Richard 
Barnett’s knee and learned how to win 
elections from this eminent political 
strategist and teacher. 

Even Barnett’s charisma, his char-
acter, his teaching transcended into 
the mindset, the strategies of the 
former President of the United States. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. 
Madam Speaker, the gentleman just 
talked about Representative GARCÍA, 
who has just joined us and come in. I 
think we have got about 5 minutes left. 

Mr. RUSH. Certainly, Congressman 
DAVIS. I just wanted to add my voice to 
the Richard Barnett story that the Na-
tion must know about. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. 
Madam Speaker, I am pleased to yield 
to the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
GARCÍA). We call him ‘‘Chuy’’ in Chi-
cago, but everybody knows him that 
way. 

Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. Madam 
Speaker, I am delighted to be on the 
floor this afternoon and to join the 
gentlemen in honoring the life and the 
memory and the legacy of Richard 
Barnett. 

Richard was a neighbor of Chicago’s 
Lawndale community. He lived just a 
few blocks from my house. He worked 
as a U.S. Postal Service employee prior 
to his retirement in 1982. He was very 
devoted to his wife and his children and 
was involved in his local community— 
in the schools, in the parks, and in the 
churches—and every aspect of civic life 
as a good community resident. 

But Richard was also a mentor to me 
in my earliest days as a candidate for 
political office. From the early 1980s, 
when I first stepped up, I learned how 
to organize in communities of color so 
that they could become politically em-
powered at the local, State, and Fed-
eral level. 

He helped enrich my understanding 
of the Voting Rights Act and how the 
Federal law could help Chicago’s 
Latino communities in the early 1980s 
elect people to Chicago’s city council, 
to the State general assembly, to the 
Cook County board, and, yes, even to 
the Federal Government, a position 
that I can say I hold, in part, because 
of the mentorship of Richard Barnett. 

Richard was deeply committed to dis-
mantling the infamously corrupt and 
discriminatory and exclusionary Chi-
cago political machine with new polit-
ical movements that were rooted in 
Chicago neighborhoods, and he wanted 
to usher in an era of equitable and hon-
est government. 

Richard was instrumental in bringing 
together multiracial, multiethnic, and 

faith coalitions across Chicago to ad-
vance progressive public policies. 

He helped me in my elections to the 
Chicago City Council, to the Illinois 
Senate, to the Cook County board, and 
to Congress. I will be eternally grateful 
for all of his assistance and mentorship 
and friendship over nearly a period of 
four decades in the city of Chicago. 

Richard was a true son of his commu-
nity, his people, and people all over Il-
linois and across the country because 
he sought to empower and to give a 
voice to the people who were voiceless. 

Long live Richard Barnett. 
GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. 
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that Members may have 5 days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. LEWIS (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today. 

Mr. ADERHOLT (at the request of Mr. 
MCCARTHY) for today and the balance 
of the week on account of family mat-
ters. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. 
Madam Speaker, I move that the House 
do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 4 o’clock and 13 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, January 15, 2020, at 10 a.m. 
for morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

3539. A letter from the Administrator, Ag-
ricultural Marketing Service, Science and 
Technology Program, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Regulations and Procedures Under 
the Plant Variety Protection Act [Doc. No.: 
AMS-ST-19-004] received January 13, 2020, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture. 

3540. A letter from the Administrator, Ag-
ricultural Marketing Service, Specialty 
Crops Program, Department of Agriculture, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Marketing Order Regulating the Handling of 
Apricots Grown in Designated Counties in 
Washington; Increased Assessment Rate 
[Doc. No.: AMS-SC-19-0048; SC16-922-1 FR] re-
ceived January 13, 2020, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Agriculture. 
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